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Here are some notes, for what they are worth. To ramble on would be easy. 

 I am not a Vermonter - I was born in Worcester, Massachusetts. When my father, who worked for the 

New England Telephone & Telegraph Company, was transferred to the White River Junction office, I went 

into the second grade there. The Grammar School went through Grade 8 and, at least in the mid-30s, graduation 

exercises were held in the high school auditorium, a rather small room. 

 The school building itself still looks quite similar in outline but one part of it is gone.  On the back of 

the building, facing the railroad tracks were 

two large tubes - large enough for children to 

slide down -  one going down at an angle to 

the right and the other to the left. At any rate, 

these constructions were used for fire drills. 

What reminds me of cupboard doors closed 

them off from the classroom when not in use. 

One little boy was selected to go first. I do not 

remember girls doing this. He sat on an old 

bag of some sort and slid down cleaning the 

route as he went.  Since the village was a busy 

railroad center, everyone lived with soot and 

the tubes were quite dirty. 

 There is a playground for children 

now in the area near the railroad tracks behind 

the school. A building called "The Practice 

House" where we had sewing and cooking les-

sons used to be there. My only recollection of 

that is making a slip which never fit me and 

(Continued on page 2) 

MEMORIES OF A FORMER SCHOOLGIRL  

November ProgramNovember Program   
  
Wednesday, November 11:  Mount IndependenceðAn Historical and Archeological Legacy by Peter Lihatsh,  

at 7:00 pm at the Hartford Church, followed by refreshments.  Take a walk back(wards) in time and  history to 

see how Vermont and Vermonters were truly the foundation of our nationôs struggle for independence.   Weôve 

all heard of the Battle of Saratoga, but fewer have heard about Mt. Independence.  Peter will  describe how criti-

cal the events at Mt Independence, Hubbarton, and other local events played in leading up to the Battle of Sara-

toga.  Come learn more about how Vermont played such an important role in the Revolution. 

Tube fire escape at the rear of the school 
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making eggs goldenrod, which I still like. 

However, my sewing never improved and 

my cooking skills today are minimal. I do 

not know what the boys had in their ses-

sions in "The Practice House". 

 Mrs. Farrington was a teacher. Her 

daughter, Mary, married Harold Rising, He 

died some time ago, but Mary has been 

gone about a year. She compiled an oral 

history of the Italian families living in the 

South End in the days when many of them 

had vineyards and/or bought grapes for 

wine. 

 When the Close family moved to 

Vermont we lived on Taft's Flat in a time 

when old Mrs. Taft was still alive. fMr. 

Dulac had a garage about where the funeral 

home is now. Wilder Pierce had a farm 

about where the do-it-yourself laundry is now. He de-

livered milk driving a horse-drawn cart. When my 

mother wanted to buy pasteurized milk, she soon 

learned that it had not reached this far northðso she 

pasteurized it herself. 

 Of course the telephone company building is 

completely different, no longer the smaller red brick 

building that it was. My father was in charge of the 

long distance lines and had Burlington in his charge as 

well. He traveled there regularly, but when the time 

came that we could have moved there, we all said ñnoò 

and stayed in White River. 

 The railroad station, too, has changed with the 

times. Once a large wooden building with a good res-

taurant, it marked the days of the village being a hub of 

transportation. I can well remember how the trains go-

ing north down along the river would reverberate 

above. 

 I often think about how things have changed, 

but I think, also, of the different kinds of families with 

children in the school. There were, of course, families 

of different means but also of black or mixed racesð

how unhappy it was for them when there was more, or 

at least overt, discrimination. 
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 A major change this year is that the 

house will be óput up for the winterô ï pipes 

drained, heat off, etc. due to the cost of fuel 

and lack of attendance at Open Houses this 

past year. The town will be shutting off the wa-

ter to ensure no unexpected problems will arise 

from our old piping. The house will be in-

spected often and the mouse traps and phone 

messages checked. The few items that might 

be damaged by freezing will be removed to 

heated, secure spaces. As long as the tempera-

ture changes are gradual, most items are not 

affected by freezing. This will be effective by 

the 1st of November. An Opening on May Day 

is anticipated.  Meanwhile the usual processing 

of donations, etc. will continue as before. 

Pat Stark 

The Practice House 
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CONTINUING CONTINUING   

EDUCATIONé.. EDUCATIONé..   
 

Did you know???? 

 

Vermont recently became the 35th state to ap-

prove legislation which provides a process for 

museums and other collecting institutions to es-

tablish ownership of undocumented collections, 

long-forgotten loans, and doorstep donations 

[property which may or may not be pertinent to 

the mission of the institution] - that has long been 

a burden for many institutions.  Itôs difficult to 

dispose of something that isn't legally yours! Thus 

the necessity for the recent legislation and the 

need to provide information to those concerned. 

 

Thanks to Pat Stark for making arrangements with 

the White River Junction Methodist Church for 

our group to host an excellent workshop on Build-

ing Accomplished Museums offered by the 

VMGA (Vermont Museum and Gallery Alli-

ance). Workshop Leader Erica Donnis provided 

twenty Historical Society representatives from 

Glover, Cavendish, Strafford, Hartford, and Hart-

land with a better understanding of the essential 

elements of creating and maintaining documenta-

tion for museum collections. Pat Stark and 

Priscilla Gadzinski developed a very fine system 

for our collections back in our early years, and we 

now have additional sample forms and training 

materials for any volunteers who might like to 

assist in processing donations.   

 

Through our membership in VMGA, varied work-

shops and óconferencesô are offered throughout 

the year where you can learn about many topics 

from Archeology to Grants & Fundraising, in-

cluding many workshops on the details of running 

a museum/historical society. These are open to 

any of our members and the small fee charged can 

be offset in part by the Society. If you would like 

more information contact Pat or go to vmga.org  

and look under ócollections careô. 
 

From the Chair:From the Chair:From the Chair:    
 
I recently reviewed the very thoughtful responses to the 1995 membership survey and have observed that many 

suggestions made at that time have been incorporated into our program.     Some of our members have been 

ñwearing several hatsò  for a long time .  I am continually meeting people who express a willingness to help, but 

they donôt know what needs to be done.  And the Board members sayðñIt would be a good ideaðbut  who can 

help us?ò   So we are sending out  a survey with the membership renewal forms and hope that each of you will 

take time to respond. 

 

As we prepare to mail these forms, the many out-of-state addresses remind me of our Coast-to-Coast representa-

tion.  Even though you may live far away, we hope you will take the time to fill out the enclosed survey and let 

us know how we can improve our services.  Having  been a military  wife for 30 years, I remember  how much it 

meant to hear news from home and  how excited I was to see a car with license plates from Vermont!  We wel-

come your renewal and input!   

 

In the words of David Briggs, who gave us his personal summary of the cycles of growth in White River Junc-

tion, ñIn the final analysis, it is all about people and their dreams, their values and their goals.ò 

 

With that in mind: 

  Be sure to VOTEééé. 

     

And BEST WISHES for a HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON! 

Dorothy Yamashita 
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 Rosaline and Guerino were leaders in the White 

River Junction, Wilder communities from 1924 to 1959 

when Guerino passed away and 1963 when Rosaline left 

Vermont to spend the rest of her long life with her children 

in California. 

 I enclose a biography detailing the support they 

gave and the contributions they made to Hartford. 

 My brothers and I attended Wilder Grammar 

School and Hartford High school. After we finished our 

postsecondary school, we left to live in various cities in the 

U.S., Europe and Africa, but whenever we met we always 

had happy reminiscences of our lives in White River Junc-

tion and Wilder. I have always been very proud when asked 

where I hail from to say that I am a Native Vermonter. 

 One of my great pleasures when I was a young girl 

was walking my dog between Wilder and Hanover, through 

the fields which were ,at that time, full only with grass, 

trees, ponds and cows. 

Clementina Filosa-Morton 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY OF GUERINO AND ROSALINE 

FILOSA  

 Guerino Filosa was born in Sessa Aurunca, Italy in 

1893. He came to the U.S. in 1912 and settled with relatives 

in Connecticut and worked selling advertising for two Ital-

ian papers in New England. He was in World War I on the 

American side where he served in the famous Lost Battalion 

and, after receiving his U.S. citizenship on being demobbed  

(standing down of nationôs armed forces), he opened up 

schools of the Italian Language in St. Albans, Bellows Falls, 

and White River Junction. 

 He met Rosaline Falzarano, a first generation Ital-

ian-American, and they married in 1923.  After a year in St. 

Albans, they returned to White River Junction, finally set-

tling in Wilder with their six childrenðfive sons and a 

daughter. 

 In April, 1930, Guerino began the Italian-American 

newspaper, L'Informatore (The Informer) which was in Ital-

ian and English and especially catered to Italians living in 

Vermont, New Hampshire and Connecticut. It was a joint 

venture with Rosaline contributing articles of local and na-

tional interest as well as recipes and local news. Guerino's 

editorial was always in Italian and reflected the National 

and International news of the day. The entire newspaper, 

which ran from April 1930 to December 1959, is archived 

on microfilm at the Vermont Department of Libraries in 

Montpelier. Guerino continued teaching Italian and also was 

legal advisor to Italians who had little knowledge of English 

or American law. He served as Justice of the Peace for Win-

dsor County, and was Chair of the Italian division of the 

Democratic party of Vermont during the Roosevelt years. 

He assisted in reviving the American Legion Post in White 

River Junction and served as Commander and Past Com-

mander. He started the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post, of 

which he was the first Commander. He was a member of the 

Vermont Press Association. 

 Over the years he campaigned actively for Gover-

nors of the state such as Governor Gibson and Governor 

Emerson. He was the campaign manager for Peter Bove, 

who lost the Governor's election but later became Comptrol-

ler of the Virgin Islands. In 1955-1956 he served on the 

President's Committee for Education and attended meetings 

in Washington, D.C. 

 Rosaline was the President of the Hartford High 

School PTA, the Hartford Literary Club, the Wilder PTA 

and the Loyal Club. She was in charge for a time of the Li-

brary collection for the Gates Memorial Library in White 

River Junction.  She was a Gold Star Mother and served as a 

State Officer in the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary and 

for several years was its Hospital Chairman, serving veter-

ans at the VA Hospital in White River Junction. She was an 

officer of the American Legion Auxiliary. An avid Democ-

rat all her life she was State Delegate to the Vermont De-

mocratic Conventions. Between 1935 and 1939, Guerino 

and Rosaline co-hosted a radio show sponsored by the De 

Nobili Cigar Company, in Italian and English, in which they 

discussed national and international politics. 

 In 1951 Guerino and Rosaline were chosen in a 

contest run by the Cunard Shipping Line to find the New 

Englander of Italian Descent who had done the most for 

their community. Although there must have been many wor-

thy of the title, Guerino and Rosaline won. This included a 

trip by ship to Italy where they were reunited with Guerino's 

uncle and other relatives as well as Rosaline's father's and 

mother's relatives in nearby villages. They left in April 1951 

on the Italia, the first passenger ship to sail out of Boston 

since the end of WWII. They were guests of the Italian Gov-

ernment and American Consulate in Rome, meeting many 

dignitaries in Rome, Milan, Genoa, Florence and Naples. 

Another great highlight of the trip was a private audience 

with Pope Pius XII. 

 Guerino kept active in all of his many activities 

until he was diagnosed with lung cancer in February of 1959 

and died two months later at the Veterans' Hospital in White 

River Junction.  He was buried in Arlington Cemetery in 

Arlington, VA where his eldest son, Michele, a casualty of 

WWII, had been previously buried. Upon her death in 1990, 

Rosaline was buried next to Guerino. Another son, Ernesto 

was buried with his brother Michele in 2001. 

 Guerino took great pride in his American citizen-

ship and felt it was his duty to contribute tirelessly to his 

community while never losing his ties with his country of 

birth. 

 

Honor Roll 
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