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 When the Quechee Elementary School 

closes for summer vacation, it will close for good.  

For the past year, the students have watched as 

the new Ottaquechee School grew into shape at 

the far end of the field behind the school. 

 For these students, it is an exciting 

change.  The little village school has been over-

crowded for years.  The noise level affects every-

one.  Imagine sitting in a second or third grade 

classroom which share a wall with the room used 

for physical education, music, and art.  Try to 

keep a kindergartnerôs attention as the kids pass 

by, laughing and talking and just 

being kids, going out for lunch re-

cess. And so on, and so forth, the 

reasons for building a new school 

have been put to paper and dis-

cussed long and hard, the die cast, 

and the new school nearly complete. 

 But this is also a passing.  

After 74 years, the Quechee Gram-

mar School will be no more.  And 

like other endings, it has its melan-

choly moments.  Though Iôve only 

been involved in the school commu-

nity for seven years, I find that 

throughout this year, thereôs been 

many a moment that I thought, ñThis is the last 

time.ò for some annual event going on, from the 

Math Week to the Halloween parade. 

 I will also find myself asking just what is 

so valuable about this school, and is it possible to 

bring it to the new school?  Happily, I think yes.  

But to make sure I was thinking straight, I asked a 

few people who had been around for a much 

longer time, what the school has meant to them.. 

 Dawn Reed has taught second graders in 

the same room at the same school for twenty-

three years.  Fresh out of Castleton State College, 

Quechee was her first, and has been her only, 

school.  In her twenty-three years, she feels the 

students really havenôt changed much, always a 

wonderful group, willing to learn, but kids all the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Tales of the School to Close  

NEXT PROGRAM  

 
Wednesday, September 9, 7pm at the Greater Hartford Church of Christ in Hartford Village.  The talk 

is on Alec Turner: A Trek from Slavery to Freedom presented by Jane Beck followed by refreshments. 7:00 pm at the 

Greater Hartford United church of Christ, 1721 Maple Street, Hartford Village. 
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From the Chair . . .  
 

Everyone seemed reluctant to accept the 

gavel, so here I am again speaking on behalf of 

the Boardðthis time extending congratulations to 

Board Member Randy Dickson and his wife 

Dawn, married in July.  Our very best wishes for 

a long and happy union. 

We hope that by the time you read this 

perhaps some of you will have seen the Garipay 

House featured on CATV8. Our appreciation to 

Outreach Co-coordinator, Steve Giroux, for his 

willingness to  document  not only the resources 

at the Garipay House, but  also the Gen Center 

and even the cemeteries!  You can also go to 

www.catv8.blip.tv. to view it.  Thanks also to Bill 

Wittik  for hosting a radio program on Cross Talk 

Live which was aired several Sunday evenings. If 

you have other suggestions for publicity, please 

contact our new Publicity Chair, Susanne Abetti. 

We are all working diligently to increase 

our membership. Have YOU recruited at least 

one new member?  Remember, we are a non-

profit organization; memberships/donations are 

tax deductible.  NEW MEMBERSHIPS received 

now will not expire until December 2010. 

 Looking forward to seeing you at our pro-

gram on September 9 and on September 12 at 

Glory Days.  You're invited to bring goodies for 

our BAKE SALE - upstairs in the American Le-

gion Hall, 9-2. If you would like to help ómanô 

our booth, please contact Pat Stark.  

 

Dorothy Yamashita, Chair 

Ice Cream and a Prize-

winning Teacher 
 
 Congratulations to Cathleen Newton, 

Dothan Brook School, who recently won a Presi-

dential Award in Mathematics and Science 

Teaching.  She is looking forward to the coming 

school year as she assumes new responsibilities 

as the literacy coordinator for the district and 

continues to teach half time in the second grade 

at Dothan Brook. 

  The pictures of school buildings in this 

issue are a reminder that most buildings are still 

constructed in a traditional manner: rectangular -

with hallways lined with classrooms.  Money 

probably dictates the physical structure of the 

school. 

 Towns still struggle with the age-old 

problem.....how do we get the best education for 

our money? By providing outstanding teachers - 

like Cathleen! 
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OUR OLD SCHOOL BUILDINGS  
 

With the opening of our schools for the school year, I have in-

cluded photos of our old wooden school buildings [with the ex-

ception of the old Quechee school ï it isnôt wood!]  The Russtown 

and Dothan Schools are the only ones we do not have a photo of, 

Russtown, Hartford Academy & Wilder are no longer standing, 

and Jericho is the only one in public use- the rest are residences.  

 

See how many you can match with the photo! [Iôll have the answers in order of the photos in the next 

issue!] 

 

Brockway 

Center of Town 

Centerville 

Christian Street 

Hartford Academy 

Hillside 

Jericho 

Quechee 

West Hartford 

Wilder 

 

 

Do you remember this? 

The song School Days was written in 1907 by Will Cobb and Gus 

Edwards. 

 

School Days, School Days 

Good ole Golden Rule Days 

Readin' and  Ritin' and 'Rithmetic 

Taught to the tune of a hickôry stick. 

You were my queen in calico, 

I was your bashful barefoot beau 

And you wrote on my slate "I love you Joe" 

When we were a couple of kids. 

 

 

 


